
Note: Auditor has to perform attestation services for certifying the Reconciliation Statement 
as mentioned in Form 9C for the registered person. So the question is, what should the audi-
tor do? Here we have attempted to mention the procedure for an auditor.
As we understand that Standards on Auditing (SAs) is applicable for the reporting of ‘True 
and Fair’ whereas here in GSTR- 9C is a certification based on ‘True and Correct’. In opinion 
of authors, SAs cannot be applied to perform the attestation services for GSTR-9C. So the 
question arises, is there any publication which should be taken as a guiding factor w.r.t. this 
assignment?
We have tried to test few of the technical publications.

S. No. Title Applicable 
or not

Basis of applicability or non-applicability

1 Standards on Au-
diting

NA Scope of SAs is the audit of Financial Statement 
but here the scope of GSTR-9C is Audit of Recon-
ciliation Statements

2 SA-805

Special Consider-
ations—Audits of 
Single Financial 
Statements and Spe-
cific Elements, Ac-
counts or Items of a 
Financial Statement

NA Basis of conclusion:

 (1) Element of a financial statement” or “element” 
means an “element, account or item of a 
financial statement”;

 (2) A single financial statement (for example, a 
cash flow statement) or to a specific element 
of a financial statement (for example, cash 
and bank balances) includes the related 
notes. The related notes ordinarily comprise 
a summary of significant accounting policies 
and other explanatory information relevant 
to the financial statement or to the element.

Primarily it appears that ITC and Tax liability or 
interest or penalty etc. are the specific line item of 
financial statements but it is to be noted that SA-805 
is having a purpose of reporting in ‘True and Fair’ 
manner, so SA-805 is not applicable for certifying 
the Reconciliation Statements of GSTR-9C.
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S. No. Title Applicable 
or not

Basis of applicability or non-applicability

3 Guidance Note on 
Reports or Certif-
icates for Special 
Purposes

NA Para 3 of this Guidance Note:

“Sometimes, the applicable law and regulation 
or a contractual arrangement that an entity might 
have entered into, prescribe the wording of report 
or certificates. The wording often requires the use of 
word or phrase like “certify” or “true and correct” 
to indicate absolute level of assurance expected to 
be provided by the practitioner on the subject matter. 
Absolute assurance indicates that a practitioner has 
performed procedures as considered appropriate to 
reduce the engagement risk 3 to zero”

Though Para 3 states the nature of ‘True and Correct’ 
but when we read para 15 of this Guidance Note 
which states as below:

“The Guidance Note aims to bring out the procedural 
differences between a limited assurance engagement 
vis a vis a reasonable assurance engagement. In this 
Guidance Note, guidance that applies to only limited 
assurance or reasonable assurance engagements 
(Note: Kindly take care it is not applicable where it is 
the case of absolute assurance) have been presented 
in a columnar format with the letter “L” (limited 
assurance) or “R” (reasonable assurance) after the 
paragraph number. Although some procedures are 
required only for reasonable assurance engagements, 
these may nonetheless be appropriate in some limited 
assurance engagements” .

4 Guidance Note on 
GST Audit (Issued by 
Institute of Cost Ac-
countants of India)

Yes But in our view this Guidance Note does not pro-
vide a precise view on how to conduct the GST. 

gst audit Process

Step Detail Remarks Parallel SAs

1 Proposal by the registered person for auditor’s 
appointment

No format is pre-
scribed.

SA-210

2 Auditor’s confirmation for appointment SA-210
3 NOC to be taken from previous auditor First Year -Not 

applicable.
SA-210

4 Appointment Letter to be signed Specimen letter is 
given as below.

SA-210


