
In a commercial contractual world it is problematic to sail without the 
deep knowledge of the contract law as it is an important area of law 
that is deep rooted in the history of civilization. According to Savigny 
“a contract is the concurrence of several persons in a declaration of 
intention whereby their legal relations are determined”. The Contract 
Law codifies the way we enter into a contract, execute a contract and 
implement terms of a contract and provide remedies in case of breach of 
a contract. The objective of this book to present the law in a simple and 
easy way so that the learner can understand the basic rationality of each 
and every statutory provision incorporated in the Indian Contract Act, 
1872 and the Specific Relief Act, 1963.

In the Indian Contract Act the contractual capacity is restricted in certain 
situations otherwise it is the prerogative of the individual to contract as 
man has freedom to acquire as well as dispose the property according 
to his wishes. Usually the court and legislature do not intervene in the 
contractual bargain of person but if it is unreasonable then the court has 
to bridle this power of the person in the great social interest and has to 
protect the property of others to maintain peace and security. 

The Indian Contract Act, 1872, was enacted not to create new rules 
but to define and amend existing law. The Act contains 238 sections. 
The aim of this Act is not to inhibit the contractual rights and many of 
the provisions ensure this freedom by mentioning that if there is any 
contract to the contrary then the term and conditions of the contract will 
prevail and not the provisions of the sections.

Since ages, this branch of law is important branch of civil law that makes 
this subject a very important subject to understand. There are specific 
areas which deal with property, movable goods and specific performance 
such as the Transfer of Property Act, the Sale of Goods Act and the 
Specific Relief Act. Some of these Acts, were originally a part of the 
Indian Contract Act enacted in 1872 but were later codified as separate 
laws. The book is divided into two parts. First part of the book succinctly 
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explains the provisions of the Indian Contract Act and the Second part 
explains the provisions of the Specific Relief Act, 1963. This book is 
useful for the students, academicians and advocates as an effort has been 
made to explain the provisions with sufficient clarity by adding examples 
as well as recent judgments on the subject. 

No work can be complete without the support and guidance of 
motivating people and I wish to put on record my gratitude for the 
motivation given by the management of my college. Unflinching and 
resolute moral support and encouragement is provided by my husband 
Ashish Dhingra and my son Archit Dhingra. I express my gratitude to my 
parents-in-law Sh. Arjun Dhingra and Mrs. Veena Dhingra, my parents 
Sh. Jagmohan Malhotra and Mrs. Sudesh Malhotra and other members 
of my family for their inspiring and infallible support to me on each and 
every occasion. My special thanks to my colleagues and my friends. My 
special thanks to my publisher for publishing this work on time.

New Delhi Prof. Dr. rajnI MaLhotra DhIngra
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